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REQUEST FOR BOARD ACTION

*Person Responsible for Request *Department *Board Meeting Date

*Subject Title (As it will appear on the agenda):

Approve Proceedings

Consent 1

Attached is a draft of the May 5, 2009 Board Proceedings.  Please review carefully and advise of any changes.

*Financial Consideration:

 

*Background (Provide sufficient detail of the subject):

*Legal Consideration:

Klein, Trish Coordinator May 12 2009



 

PROCEEDINGS OF THE ROSEAU COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
 

         May 5, 2009 
 

The Board of Commissioners of Roseau County, Minnesota met in the Courthouse in the City of 
Roseau, Minnesota on Tuesday, May 5, 2009, at 8:30 a.m.   

 
CALL TO ORDER 

 
The meeting was called to order at 8:30 a.m. by County Board Chairman Jack Swanson.  The 

Pledge of Allegiance was recited.  Commissioners present were, Alan Johnston, Orris Rasmussen, 
and Jack Swanson.  Commissioners Foldesi and Walker were excused. 

 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 

Approval of abatements was removed from the Consent Agenda.  Approval of May 10-16th as 
National Police Week was added to the Consent Agenda.  A motion to approve the revised agenda 
was made by Commissioner Rasmussen, seconded by Commissioner Johnston and carried 
unanimously. 

 
CONSENT AGENDA 

 
A motion to adopt the consent agenda was made by Commissioner Johnston, seconded by 

Commissioner Rasmussen and carried unanimously. 
 

The Board, by adoption of its consent agenda, approved a one year service contract with 
GeoComm in the amount of $7,296.00. 

 
The Board, by adoption of its consent agenda, approved a Proclamation declaring May 10-16, 

2009 as National Police Week. 
 

COMMENTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Coordinator Klein had the following comments and announcements: 
 

1.  H1N1 meeting May 6, 2009 at 1:00. 
2.  Geocaching at the Courthouse Complex. 
3. National County Government Week PSA and press release for local media. 

 
Commissioner Swanson noted that he had spoken to Lake of the Woods Board Chair Patty  

Beckel and discussed issuing a joint press release regarding the two counties intend to work together 
on potential collaborations and efficiencies.  

 
Upon motion carried, the Board adjourned the regular meeting at 9:00 a.m.  The next 

regular meeting of the Board is scheduled for May 12, 2009 at 8:30 a.m.  
 

Attest: Date: _________________________  
 
_____________________________________ ________________________  
Teresa Klein, County Coordinator Jack Swanson, Chairman 
Roseau County, Minnesota  Board of County Commissioners 
 Roseau County, Minnesota 
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Diane Coppens from Big Fork called and requested a Precious Metals License (to buy gold and silver).  We have never 

issued a Precious Metals License; therefore, the County Board must set a license fee.  M.S. 325F details the licensing 

criteria (see attached copy).  One of the counties that currently issues a license to Ms. Coppens is St. Louis County.  I 

contacted the Auditor's office to obtain copies of their licensing information.  They charge a $50 fee, and I recommend that 

we do the same.    

*Financial Consideration:
Roseau County retains the licensing fee.

*Background (Provide sufficient detail of the subject):

*Legal Consideration:

REQUEST FOR BOARD ACTION

*Person Responsible for Request *Department *Board Meeting Date

*Subject Title (As it will appear on the agenda):
Approve $50 fee for Precious Metals License

Teresa Klein, Clerk to the County Board  ATTEST:

Board Action:

Vote Vote Result

*Other Consideration:

 

Coordinator's Office Use (Do Not Write Below)

Date Received:
 

Comments:

*Resolution (Wording should reflect the intent of the Board vote):
BE IT RESOLVED that the Precious Metals License fee be set at $50.

Granitz, Anne
A u d i t o r M a y 1 2 2 0 0 9
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REQUEST FOR BOARD ACTION

*Person Responsible for Request *Department *Board Meeting Date

*Subject Title (As it will appear on the agenda):
Approve Abatements

Consent 2

Assessor Al Heim is requesting approval of two abatements related to an oversight in Bovine TB tax credit calculations. 

See attached. 

*Financial Consideration:
 

*Background (Provide sufficient detail of the subject):

*Legal Consideration:

Heim, Allen
A s s e s s o r M a y 1 2 2 0 0 9



Changes in the Bovine TB Property Tax Credit 
 
There have been some recent changes made to the Bovine TB Property Tax 
Credit that will take affect for taxes payable in 2009.  Applications for the tax 
credit were accepted through December 1st

 

 2008.  By the filing deadline we had 
received nearly 300 applications and all but 10 were approved. 

This bovine property tax credit applies to property used to sustain livestock in the 
Modified Accredited (MA) zone as outlined by the Minnesota Board of Animal 
Health (BAH).  All livestock within this MA zone are required to have an annual 
whole herd test for bovine TB and are subjected to strict livestock testing and 
movement restrictions.  State legislators implemented this bovine property tax 
credit to help livestock producers that have property within this MA zone. 
 
 All parcels of land from the approved applications were flagged to receive the 
bovine tax credit which applies to land classified as agricultural homestead or 
nonhomestead, including any agricultural outbuildings (nonresidential) and the 1 
acre site of the house/garage and first acre.  The credit would apply to all acres 
that are considered agricultural land excluding 2b timber and 2b airport land. This 
credit would not apply to the house and garage. Any other taxes attributable to 
residential structures must also be excluded when calculating the credit. 
 
In January of 2009 the Minnesota Department of Revenue asked Roseau County 
to calculate the dollar amount of state paid credits based on our approved 
applications.  That same information was also requested from Beltrami and 
Marshall Counties.  The total dollar amount from Roseau County was $332,500 
and the combined totals from Beltrami and Marshall was in the $115,000 to 
$130,000 range. 
 
Once the Minnesota Dept. of Revenue received these estimates for the bovine 
tax credit, a conference call was set up with the Department of Revenue and 
involved counties.  When the legislation for this credit was originally passed in 
2008, the total cost was estimated at $368,000.   With actual credit amounts 
totaling between $447,500 and $462,500 a concern was expressed that the 
entire program could be in jeopardy considering the statewide financial budget 
shortfalls. 
 
When the original tax credit estimates were made an average farm was 
determined to be 320 acres in size or based on the animal counts, approximately 
8 acres per head to sustain an adult animal (forage and pasture).  The counties 
involved and the Department of Revenue agreed that since the average farm 
was estimated at 320 acres, every approved application that was 320 acres or 
less should receive the credit on entire farm.  The problem was a number of 
farms flagged to receive the credit were larger than 320 acres. 
 



It was suggested counties take the herd size times eight acres per head to 
determine the number of acres eligible for the credit on larger farms, since this 
was part of the original estimate.  For example, a herd of sixty animals would be 
eligible to receive a bovine TB tax credit on 480 acres. (60 head x 8 acres = 480 
acres). 
 
At this point we reviewed all of the applications of more than 320 acres and 
compared the additional acres to the herd size to see how many more acres over 
320, if any, would be eligible for the credit.  If we found that the credit needed to 
be removed on any parcels of land in the MA zone, we tried to do it in a way that 
would still result in the greatest benefit to the property owners. 
 
Once these changes were made, the cost of this state paid credit in Roseau 
County was reduced from $332,500 to $259,000 or 22.1%.  If we assume a 
similar reduction for Beltrami and Marshall Counties, the total cost of the state 
paid credit would be between $348,600 and $360,300.  This is more in line with 
the states original estimate of $368,000. 
 
I’m sure livestock producers in the MA zone will agree this is not as good as 
receiving the bovine tax credit on all parcels of land but it’s definitely better than 
putting the entire program in jeopardy. 
 
If you have any questions, please contact the Roseau County Assessors Office. 
 
Al Heim 
Roseau County Assessor 
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Roseau County Historical Society

10:00 Appt

Museum curator Charlene Haugen has requested an appointment with the Board to discuss the need for additional shelving 

at the Roseau County Museum.  The estimated cost of the shelving is $5000.  

*Financial Consideration:
 

*Background (Provide sufficient detail of the subject):

*Legal Consideration:

Klein, Trish
C o o r d i n a t o r M a y 1 2 2 0 0 9





JACK SWANSON COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 
APRIL 28, 2009 -  MINNESOTA RURAL COUNTIES CAUCUS (ST PAUL);   
heard from a series of legislators (paul marquart, paul Anderson, 
bill ingebritsen, Bernie lieder, etc) on session issues. 
 
APRIL 29, 2009 -   ASSOCIATION OF MINNESOTA COUNTIES 
LEGISLATIVE CONFERENCE (ST PAUL);   Roseau school board chair 
stu mcfarlane, Roseau county social services director dave 
Anderson and swanson met with state senator Leroy stumpf and 
state representative dave olin (and others) on issues affecting 
Roseau county. 
 
APRIL 30, 2009 -   A.M.C. LEGISLATIVE CONFERENCE (ST PAUL) 
 
MAY 5, 2009 -   ROSEAU COUNTY BOARD MEETING 
 
MAY 6, 2009 -   ROSEAU RIVER WATERSHED BOARD;  talked about 
proposal for elected (rather than appointed) watershed board 
managers;   and heard about the hay creek/norland flood control 
project. 
 
MAY 6,  2009 -   CRIMINAL JUSTICE COORDINATING COMMITTEE;  
talked about mental health initiative,  and about the prospect for 
youth chemical dependency treatment in Roseau county. 
 
MAY 7,  2009 -  NORTHERN COUNTIES LAND USE COORDINATING 
BOARD  (CHISHOLM);  heard the Oberstar/Feingold clean water 
restoration act is on a ‘fast track’ in congress;  nclucb concerned 
passage would give too much authority to the u.s. army corps of 
engineers … also talked about public hearings on the wetland 
conservation rules. 
 
MAY 11,  2009 -     KaMaR BOARD  (KARLSTAD) 
 
MAY 11,  2009 -    ROSEAU RIVER WATERSHED BOARD & CITY OF 
ROSEAU;  swanson is facilitating a discussion of the watershed 
assessment for the west interceptor (the city is the 100% benefited 
party). 
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