ITEM # Consent 1

REQUEST FOR BOARD ACTION
* Required Fields

R

[ *Person Responsible for Request | *Department

‘ Klein, Trish v Coordinator

dau
oul

M I NNESO"-
*Board Meeting Date
Sep |8 ¥ | 2009 v

*Subject Title (As it will appear on the agenda):

Approve Proceedings from 8-25-09 Board Meeting

*Background (Provide sufficient detail of the subject):

Please review carefully and advise of any changes.

*Financial Consideration:

*Legal Consideration:

*Other Consideration:

None

*Resolution (Wording should reflect the intent of the Board vote):

None

Coordinator's Office Use (Do Not Write Below)

Date Received: Comments:

Board Action:

Comm. Motion Motion
(First) (Second) Yes

Vote
No

Abstain

Swanson

Johnston

Folds

Rasmussen

Walker

Vote Result

Passed

Failed

Tabled

[ |
[ |
[ |

ATTEST: Teresa Klein, Board Clerk




























ITEM # Discussion 1

REQUEST FOR BOARD ACTION
* Required Fields

[ *Person Responsible for Request | “Department | *Board Meeting Date
‘ Klein, Trish v Coordinator v Sep |8 ¥ | 2009 v

*Subject Title (As it will appear on the agenda):
Railroad Abandonment

*Background (Provide sufficient detail of the subject):

Preliminary research has begun on the proposed rail abandonment between Roseau and Warroad. Attached is a letter
from Attorney Thomas McFarland requesting the county identify any potential environmental or historic effects the
abandonment may cause. This should not require any action by the County Board at this time. Also attached is a letter
from the Department of Transportation regarding a meeting to be held at the City Center on September 15th.

*Financial Consideration:

*Legal Consideration:

*Other Consideration:
None

*Resolution (Wording should reflect the intent of the Board vote):
None

Coordinator's Office Use (Do Not Write Below)

Date Received: Comments:

Board Action:

Comm. Motion Motion Vote Vote Result
(First) (Second) Yes No Abstain
Swanson Passed | ‘
Johnston ‘
Folds Failed |
Rasmussen
Walker Tabled |

ATTEST: Teresa Klein, Board Clerk




Law OFFICE

THOMAS E McFARLAND, PC.
208 SOUTH LASALLE STREET - SUITE 1890
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60604-1112
TELEPHONE (312) 236-0204
Fax (312) 201-9695

THOMAS E MCFARLAND

Minnesota State Clearinghouse:

¢/o Minnesota Department of Administration
200 Administration Building

50 Sherburme Avenue

St. Paul, MN 55155

Minnesota Historical Preservation Office:
Minnesota Historical Society

345 Kellogg Blvd. West

St. Paul, MN 55102-1906

Environmental Protection Agency
(regional office):

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
Region 5

77 West Jackson Blvd.

Chicago, IL 60604-3590

City Planner:
c¢/o Warroad City Clerk

121 Main Avenue, NE
Warroad, MN 56763

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
St. Paul District (CEMVP-PA)
190 Fifth Street East

St. Paul, MN 55101-1638

Minnesota Department of Transportation:

Minnesota Department of Transportation
Transportation Building

395 John Ireland Blvd.

St. Paul, MN 55155

State Coastal Zone Management
Minnesota Department of Natural Resources
Division of Waters

1568 Highway 2

Two Harbors, MN 55616

mcfarland@aol.com

August 26, 2009

Natural Resources Conservation Service:
Natural Resources Conservation Service
USDA

375 Jackson Street, Room 600

St. Paul, MN 55101-1854

Minnesota Pollution Control Agency:
Minnesota Pollution Control Agency
520 Lafayette Road

St. Paul, MN 55155-4194

U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service:

U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service - Region 3
One Federal Drive

BHW Federal Building

Fort Snelling

Twin Cities, MN 55111

City Planner:
¢/o Roseau City Clerk

100 Center Street E, Suite 202
Roseau, MN 56751

National Oceanic & Atmospheric Admin.:
NGS Information Services, NOAA, N/NGS12
National Geodetic Survey SSMC-3, #9202
1315 East-West Highway

Silver Spring, MD 20910-3282

National Park Service:

Nick Chevance, Environmental Coordinator
Planning and Compliance Office

National Park Service - Midwest Region
601 Riverfront Drive

Omaha, NE 68102-4226

County Commissioners:
Roseau County Commissioners
606 Fifth Avenue, SW

Roseau, MN 56751

Re:  STB Docket No. AB-497 (Sub-No. 5X), Minnesota Northern Railroad, Inc. --
Abandonment Exemption -- in Roseau County, MN




THOMAS E MCFARLAND

August 26, 2009
Page 2

Dear Agency or Governmental Representative:

In the near future, Minnesota Northern Railroad, Inc. (MNN) intends to file a Petition
with the Surface Transportation Board (STB), Washington, DC, for an exemption from 49
U.S.C. § 10903 that would permit abandonment of a portion of its Warroad Subdivision rail line
from Milepost 83.6, which is located approximately 300 feet west of Roseau County Road 124
(11™ Ave., SE) in Roseau, to Milepost 101.61, which is the end of the line at Warroad, a distance
0f 20.01 miles in Roseau County, Minnesota (“the Roseau-Warroad rail line”’). The Roseau-
Warroad rail line is shaded in yellow on a print that is attached to this letter as Appendix 1.

Pursuant to STB regulations at 49 C.F.R. § 1105.7, this letter is to request your assistance
in identifying potential environmental and historic effects of the proposed abandonment. MNN
does not anticipate any adverse environmental or historic impacts; however, if you identify any
such adverse impacts, please describe any action that could be taken to mitigate such adverse
impacts. Please provide a written response to this letter so that it can be included in a Draft
Environmental and Historic Report that MNN will prepare and file with the STB.

COUNTY AND CITY PLANNING AGENCIES. Please state whether the proposed

abandonment would be consistent with existing land-use plans. Describe any inconsistencies.

US SOIL CONSERVATION SERVICE. Please state the effect of the proposed

abandonment on any prime agricultural land.

US FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE. Please state (1) whether the proposed

abandonment is likely to adversely affect endangered or threatened species or areas designated as
a critical habitat and, if so, please describe such effects; and (2) whether wildlife sanctuaries or
refuges, National or State parks or forests will be affected and, if so, please describe such effects.

STATE WATER QUALITY OFFICIALS. Please state whether the proposed

abandonment would be consistent with applicable Federal, State or Local water quality standards.

Please describe any inconsistencies.




THOMAS F MCEARLAND

August 26, 2009
Page 3

US AND STATE ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCIES (OR

EQUIVALENT AGENCY). Please (1) identify any potential adverse environmental effects of

the proposed abandonment on the surrounding area, and (2) identify the location of any known
hazardous materials spills on the right-of-way of the Rail Line, and list the types of hazardous
materials involved, and (3) state whether permits under Section 402 of the Clean Water Act (33
U.S.C. § 1342) are required for the proposed abandonment.

STATE HISTORICAL PRESERVATION OFFICE. Please identify any known bridges

and/or structures located on the Rail Line that are 50 years old or older, and which are
historically significant. Please state whether the proposed abandonment would have an adverse
effect on such bridges and/or structures and, if so, please describe efforts that can be taken during
removal of the tracks in the Rail Line to mitigate any such adverse effects.

Please send your reply to me as MNN’s attorney to: Thomas F. McFarland, Thomas F.
McFarland, P.C., 208 South LaSalle Street, Suite 1890, Chicago, IL 606040-1112. You may
reach me by telephone at (312) 236-0204 if you have any questions or need further information.
MNN appreciates your assistance in furnishing a reply to this letter.

Very truly yours,

o McFartonad_

Thomas F. McFarland
Attorney for Minnesota Northern
Railroad, Inc.

TMcF:ki:enc:wp8.0\ 320\tragencies|

cc: George LaPray, by e-mail to mnn@rrv.net
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(651) 366-3696

August 28, 2009

Mr. Rod Gunderson

Minnesota Dept. of Transportation
3920 Hwy 2 West.

Bemidji, MN 56601

Dear Sir:

The Minnesota Northern Railroad will be filing with the Surface Transportation Board
(STB) a Notice of Exemption seeking authority to abandon 20.01 miles of railroad
between Milepost (MP) 83.6 near Roseau and MP 101.61 (end of track) in Warroad in
the near future.

It is my responsibility to convene a “Quick Response Team” comprised of State, County
and Local officials to discuss the impending rail line abandonment.

Our discussion will focus on assessing nine questions related to the abandonment. The
answers to these questions will guide us as to what our formal response will be to the
STB. The nine questions are as follows:

Does any economic or commercial reason exist to oppose this abandonment?
Does this corridor appear in any applicable state, regional or local plans?

Should this corridor, once abandoned, remain in the public domain?

What are the potential public uses, if any, for this corridor?

What multi-modal (e.g. continued rail service, highway, trails, transit) or multi-use
(e.g. transportation, recreation, and utilities) opportunities are provided by
preserving this corridor?

Does public support exist for preserving this corridor?

What are the potential acquisition funding sources for this corridor?

What are the legal constraints for acquiring this corridor?

What are the procedures to monitor, oversee or mediate the preservation process?

A

\© 00 N o

We will meet at the Roseau City Center in Roseau-Council Chambers (121 Center
St. E.) on Tuesday September 15th at 9 a.m.

This is the time to voice your concerns on the above matter and I welcome your
assistance, expertise and knowledge. I have enclosed my business card for your
convenience, should you need to contact me.

Sincerely,

Robert R. Rickert
State Rail Bank Program Manager




ITEM # Discussion 4 R au
REQUEST FOR BOARD ACTION
* Required Fields Our

M I NNESO°"-

[ *Person Responsible for Request | “Department | *Board Meeting Date
‘ Johnston, Alan v Coordinator v Sep |8 ¥ | 2009 v

*Subject Title (As it will appear on the agenda):
Immediate hire freeze to take effect September 8, 2009

*Background (Provide sufficient detail of the subject):

When looking at the budget with the unallotments, | have become very concerned that we will use reserves in 2009 and
possibly not even be close to balancing the 2010 budget. Even with a reasonable levy total of 4%, considerable reserve
needs to be used. Until we make a commitment on the levy it would be irresponsible to increase our spending.

*Financial Consideration:
budget issues

*Legal Consideration:
none

*Other Consideration:
Departments hire part time or temporary help until financial conditions improve and State of Minnesota resolves their
financial problems.

*Resolution (Wording should reflect the intent of the Board vote):
Immediate hiring freeze effective September 8,2009 for all county departmenrts.

Coordinator's Office Use (Do Not Write Below)

Date Received: Comments:

Board Action:

Comm. Motion Motion Vote Vote Result
(First) (Second) Yes No Abstain
Swanson Passed | ‘
Johnston ‘
Folds Failed |
Rasmussen
Walker Tabled |

ATTEST: Teresa Klein, Board Clerk




ITEM # Discussion 5 R au

REQUEST FOR BOARD ACTION

* Required Fields Our

M I NNESO°"-

[ *Person Responsible for Request *Department | *Board Meeting Date
‘ Swanson, Jack v v Sep |8 ¥ | 2009 v

*Subject Title (As it will appear on the agenda):
Appraiser |l Position

*Background (Provide sufficient detail of the subject):
Al Heim will be here to discuss how to proceed with filling this position.

*Financial Consideration:

*Legal Consideration:

*Other Consideration:

*Resolution (Wording should reflect the intent of the Board vote):

Coordinator's Office Use (Do Not Write Below)

Date Received: Comments:

Board Action:

Comm. Motion Motion Vote Vote Result
(First) (Second) Yes No Abstain
Swanson Passed | ‘
Johnston ‘
Folds Failed |
Rasmussen
Walker Tabled |

ATTEST: Teresa Klein, Board Clerk




ITEM # Committee Structure R a u

REQUEST FOR BOARD ACTION

* Required Fields Our

M I NNESO°"-

[ *Person Responsible for Request *Department | *Board Meeting Date
‘ Johnston, Alan v v Sep |8 ¥ | 2009 v

*Subject Title (As it will appear on the agenda):
Discuss Committee Structure

*Background (Provide sufficient detail of the subject):

Alan requested a discussion in order to establish a standing committee to address constituent complaints. Alan would be
in support of a committee consisting of County Commissioners, Department Heads, County Coordinator and County
Attorney if applicable. Commissioners and Department Heads needed would be specific to each complaint filed, with a
minimum of two Commissioners at each Complaint Committee meeting. This committee would then be a pre-requisite for
constituent concerns before reaching the Board level.

*Financial Consideration:

*Legal Consideration:

*Other Consideration:
None

*Resolution (Wording should reflect the intent of the Board vote):
None

Coordinator's Office Use (Do Not Write Below)

Date Received: Comments:

Board Action:

Comm. Motion Motion Vote Vote Result
(First) (Second) Yes No Abstain
Swanson Passed | ‘
Johnston ‘
Folds Failed |
Rasmussen
Walker Tabled |

ATTEST: Teresa Klein, Board Clerk




