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COMMITTEE REPORTS  
 

Commissioner Foldesi reported on the following committee meetings:  KaMar Board 
meeting 6/8/09:  Discussed facility operations and the possibility of Lake of the Woods County 
joining KaMar and Soil and Water Conservation District meeting 6/9/09:  Discussed tree sales 
and wetlands. 

 
Commissioner Johnston reported on the following committee meetings: Northwest 

Regional Development Center Transportation Advisory Committee, 6/1/09:  Discussed state 
aide funding, freight study, and spring flooding projects; Association of Minnesota Counties 
District meeting, 6/4/09:  Discussed Social Services collaboration with Lake of the Woods, and 
heard legislative update; Subsurface Sewage Treatment Systems meeting, 6/11/09:  Discussed 
structure of committee and design guidelines. 

 
Commissioner Rasmussen reported on the following committee meetings:  Highway 

Employees Labor Union meetings, 6/10/09:  Discussed state of county and cost reduction 
options. 

 
Commissioner Swanson reported on the following committee meetings:  Roseau River 

Watershed Board, 6/3/09:  Discussed Hay Creek/Norland Road flood control project; Criminal 
Justice Coordinating Committee, 6/3/09:  Discussed mental health services at the Detention 
Center, screening tools and adolescent chemical dependency treatment; Association of 
Minnesota Counties District Meeting, 6/4/09:  Discussed Social Services collaboration with Lake 
of the Woods, and heard legislative update; Job Service Employers Committee, 6/8/09:  
Discussed location of DEED office and service for MFIP clients; LELS wage re-negotiation 
discussion, 6/11/09:  Discussed department efficiency ideas for LELS consideration; Extension 
Committee Meeting, 6/15/09; Discussed 2010 budget and heard presentation from Nutrition 
Educator Kristina Kaml; Meeting with Kittson County, 6/15/09:  Discussed collaboration ideas.   

 
Commissioner Walker reported on the following committee meetings: Highway 

Employees Labor Union meetings, 6/11/09:  Discussed state of county and cost reduction 
options; Law Enforcement Labor Negotiation meeting, LELS wage re-negotiation discussion, 
6/11/09:  Discussed department efficiency ideas for LELS consideration. 

 
HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT  
 
 Roseau River Watershed Manager Rob Sando met with the Board to request the Board 
accept a petition authorizing the Roseau River Watershed District to proceed with the Hay 
Creek set back levees, connection channel, and the Norland Impoundment Project.  The 
purpose of this project is flood damage reduction and natural resource enhancement.  Pursuant 
to Minnesota Statutes 103E.401, a motion to accept the petition and set the public hearing date 
of July 7, 2009 at 9:00 a.m. was made by Commissioner Walker, seconded by Commissioner 
Foldesi and carried unanimously. 
 
DISCUSSION  
 
 The Board discussed options for upgrading the TV Translators in Roseau County from 
analog to digital transmission.  The Board requested that a TV Translator Committee meeting 
be scheduled to gather more information so that a more informed decision could be made by 
the County Board.  Auditor Anne Granitz agreed to schedule the meeting. The matter will be 
added to the June 30, 2009 Board Meeting for action.  



 
SHERIFF’S OFFICE 
 
 Chief Deputy Terry Bandemer met with the Board to request approval to purchase a 
squad car. Mr. Bandemer requested authorization to purchase the new squad car utilizing 
Administrative Fine money.  A motion was made by Commissioner Walker, seconded by 
Commissioner Johnston and carried with Commissioners Johnston, Swanson and Walker in 
favor and Commissioners Foldesi and Rasmussen opposed.   
 
 The Board discussed monitoring of alarms.  Jail Administrator Janice Anderson met with 
the Board to review the reasons that the County discontinued this practice.  It was noted that the 
equipment replacement cost was approximately $30,000, that in the new jail with the change of 
supervision systems, the responsibility of monitoring the alarms would have required the 
addition of a one post or the equivalent of five additional staff, and in addition, the County did 
not want to be in competition with local providers of this service.   
 
WEIGHT LIMIT ENFORCEMENT ON COUNTY ROADS 
 
 At the May 26, 2009 Board meeting, Commissioner Rasmussen suggested that the 
county should be enforcing weight restrictions.  Rasmussen noted that overweight vehicles are 
causing substantial damage on County roads and that the County is not in a position to be able 
to fund the repairs.   
 

In response to this request, a meeting was held with State Trooper Nick Robertson 
regarding enforcement options. Trooper Robertson suggested a number of possibilities: First, if 
the County wants to have its officers enforce weight restrictions, Roseau County Sheriff’s Office 
officers would be required to be “weight” certified to do the stops. The County would also need 
to purchase portable scales. Trooper Robertson received a quote of $800 each for the scales. 
The County would need a minimum of two per car. As a second option Trooper Robertson 
noted that Roseau County could invite the Truck Division to come to Roseau County and spend 
more time on enforcement.  As another option the County could request a weight restriction 
enforcement saturation campaign during times of particular vulnerability on roads. Sheriff 
Hanson will review options available and make a recommendation to the Board.  
 

Upon motion carried, the Board adjourned the regular meeting at 11:20 p.m. The next 
regular meeting of the Board is scheduled for June 30, 2009 at 8:30 a.m.  
 
 
Attest: Date: _________________________  
 
_____________________________________ ________________________  
Teresa Klein, County Coordinator Jack Swanson, Chairman 
Roseau County, Minnesota  Board of County Commissioners 
 Roseau County, Minnesota 
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Set Joint Ditch Meeting
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TRWD Manager Dick Novacek has requested an appointment with the Board to review the September 11, 2006 

correspondence from Two Rivers Watershed to Roseau County regarding various permitting issues.  Mr. Novacek has 

indicated that he believes it would be in the best interest of all parties to get resolution on these open issues.  After 

speaking to Engineer Ketring it was agreed that this matter should come before the Joint Ditch Committee before it comes 

before the full Board.  I am looking for input regarding possible dates so I can contact the TRWD and Kittson County. 
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