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AGENDA 
Tuesday, May 11, 2010 8:30 a.m. 

 
Notice is hereby given that the Board of Commissioners of Roseau County will meet in session on May 11, 2010 at 8:30 am in the 
Roseau County Courthouse, Room 110, Roseau, MN, at which time the following matters will come before the Board: 

  
 
8:30 Call to Order  

1. Presentation of Colors 
2. Approve Agenda 
 

8:45 Comments and Announcements 
 
9:00 Consent Agenda 

1. Approve Proceedings 
2. Approve Special Meeting Date to Consult with MCIT Attorney RE: Pending Litigation; Minnesota 

Center for Environmental Advocacy vs. Roseau County, et al. 
3. Approve GeoComm Maintenance Contract Renewal 
4. Approve Bills 

 
9:15 Tom Jacobson - Pioneer Farm & Village 

1. Discuss Wayside Rest Property 
 

10:15 Highway Department Engineers Report 
 
10:30 Break  
 
10:45 Committee Reports 
 
11:15  Discussion 

1. Recovery Zone Bonding Authority 
2. Beaver Control Policy 
3. Public Hearing Process 

 
11:55 Future Agenda Items 

 
12:00 Adjourn 

 

 



ITEM #

* Required Fields

Comm. Motion Motion

(First) (Second) Yes No Abstain

Swanson Passed

Johnston

Foldesi Failed

Falk

Walker Tabled

Consent 1

Attached are proceedings from the May 4, 2010 Board Meeting.  Please review carefully and advise of any changes.

*Financial Consideration:

 

*Background (Provide sufficient detail of the subject):

REQUEST FOR BOARD ACTION

*Person Responsible for Request *Department *Board Meeting Date

*Subject Title (As it will appear on the agenda):

Approve Proceedings from the May 4, 2010 Board Meeting

*Legal Consideration:

Teresa Klein, Board Clerk  ATTEST:

Board Action:

Vote Vote Result

*Other Consideration:

 

Coordinator's Office Use (Do Not Write Below)

Date Received:

 

Comments:

*Resolution (Wording should reflect the intent of the Board vote):

Klein, Trish Coordinator May 11 2010



PROCEEDINGS OF THE ROSEAU COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
 
 May 4, 2010  
 

The Board of Commissioners of Roseau County, Minnesota met in the Courthouse in 
the City of Roseau, Minnesota on Tuesday, May 4, 2010 at 8:30 a.m.  
 
CALL TO ORDER  
 
 The meeting was called to order at 8:30 a.m. by County Board Chairman Alan 
Johnston. The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.  Commissioners present were Roger Falk, 
Mark Foldesi, Alan Johnston, Jack Swanson and Russell Walker.   
 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA  
 
 Approval of a Joint Powers Agreement for the Administration of Federal HSIP Safety 
Grant was added to the Consent Agenda. 
 
 A motion to approve the agenda was made by Commissioner Walker, seconded by 
Commissioner Falk and carried unanimously. 
 
CONSENT AGENDA  

 
A motion to adopt the Consent Agenda was made by Commissioner Swanson, 

seconded by Commissioner Falk and carried unanimously. 
 
The Board, by adoption of its Consent Agenda, approved proceedings from the April 

27, 2010 Board Meeting. 
 
 The Board, by adoption of its Consent Agenda, approved changing the SD69 Public 
Hearing Date from June 15, 2010 at 3:00 p.m. to June 8, 2010 at 9:15 a.m. 
 
 The Board, by adoption of its Consent Agenda, approved a Joint Powers Agreement 
for the Administration of Federal HSIP Safety Grant. 
 
DISCUSSION 
 
 The Board discussed a funding request from the Roseau County Historical Society 
for a shelving and display project.  A motion to approve a $2000 special appropriation to the 
Roseau County Historical Society for a shelving and display project was made by 
Commissioner Swanson, seconded by Commissioner Johnston and failed by a 1-4 vote with 
Commissioner Swanson in favor and Commissioners Falk, Foldesi, Johnston, and Walker 
opposed. 
 
 The Board discussed Recovery Zone Bonding Authority.  The Board deferred action 
on the matter and laid it over to the May 11, 2010 Board meeting. 
 

Commissioner Johnston recessed the regular Board Meeting at 9:30 a.m.  The 
meeting reconvened at 10:00 a.m. 
 



CLOSE BOARD MEETING PURSUANT TO MINN. STAT. §13d.03 subd. 1(b): LABOR 
NEGOTIATION STRATEGY 
 

A motion was made by Commissioner Swanson, seconded by Commissioner 
Falk, and carried unanimously to adopt the following resolution: 
 
2010-05-01 
 
 WHEREAS, the Minnesota Open Meeting Law, Minn. Stat. § 13D.03, subd. 1(b) 
states that “the governing body of a public employer may by a majority vote in a public 
meeting decide to hold a closed meeting to consider strategy for labor negotiations, 
including negotiation strategies or developments or discussion and review of labor 
negotiation proposals, conducted pursuant to sections 179A.01 and 179A.25”; and  
 
 WHEREAS, Labor Attorney Terrence Foy has requested that the meeting be closed 
to consider strategy for labor negotiations; and 

 
 WHEREAS, it would be detrimental to the interests of the County for the Board to 
hold a public discussion regarding this matter; 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Roseau County Board of 
Commissioners as follows: 
  

1. The County Board hereby closes this meeting pursuant to Minn. Stat. § 
13D.03, subd. 1(b);   

 
2. The specific subject to be discussed, pursuant to Minn. Stat. § 13D.01, subd. 

3, is labor negotiation strategy. 
 

 A motion to re-open the regular Board Meeting was made by Commissioner Foldesi, 
seconded by Commissioner Swanson and carried unanimously. 
 
 The Board discussed proceeding with labor negotiations.  Commissioners Foldesi 
and Walker and Coordinator Klein will continue to represent the Board in labor negotiations. 
Attorney Terry Foy will put the County’s offer to LELS in writing.  Coordinator Klein will 
reschedule a negotiation session.  
 
 Upon motion carried, the Board adjourned the regular meeting at 12:15 p.m.  The 
next regular meeting of the Board is scheduled for May 11, 2010 at 8:30 a.m.  
 
Attest: Date: _________________________  
 
_____________________________________ ________________________  
Teresa Klein, Board Clerk Alan Johnston, Chair 
Roseau County, Minnesota  Board of County Commissioners 
 Roseau County, Minnesota 



ITEM #

* Required Fields

Comm. Motion Motion

(First) (Second) Yes No Abstain

Swanson Passed

Johnston

Foldesi Failed

Falk

Walker Tabled

Consent 2

Attorney Paul Reuvers has requested to meet with the Board in closed session to provide an 

update on the Minnesota Center for Environmental Advocacy vs. Roseau County, et al on the 

Joint Ditch  72, Lateral 12 matter.  A tentative date of May 26th at 1:30 pm has been agreed 

upon. 

*Financial Consideration:

 

*Background (Provide sufficient detail of the subject):

*Legal Consideration:

REQUEST FOR BOARD ACTION

*Person Responsible for Request *Department *Board Meeting Date

*Subject Title (As it will appear on the agenda):

Approve Special Meeting Date

Teresa Klein, Board Clerk  ATTEST:

Board Action:

Vote Vote Result

*Other Consideration:

 

Coordinator's Office Use (Do Not Write Below)

Date Received:

 

Comments:

*Resolution (Wording should reflect the intent of the Board vote):

Klein, Trish Coordinator May 11 2010



ITEM #

* Required Fields

Comm. Motion Motion
(First) (Second) Yes No Abstain

Swanson Passed

Johnston

Foldesi Failed

Falk
Walker Tabled

*Other Consideration:

 

Coordinator's Office Use (Do Not Write Below)

Date Received:
 

Comments:

*Resolution (Wording should reflect the intent of the Board vote):

Teresa Klein, Board Clerk  ATTEST:

Board Action:

Vote Vote Result

*Legal Consideration:

REQUEST FOR BOARD ACTION

*Person Responsible for Request *Department *Board Meeting Date

*Subject Title (As it will appear on the agenda):

Approve GeoComm Main Contract Renewal

Consent 3

Our current contract with GeoComm for software support and GIS data maintenance services 

will expire in June.  This is an annual contract the county has with GeoComm paid for with 

911 funds for providing 911 addressing system maintenance and mapping software support. 

The renewal cost is $8,348.  This is an increase from $7,296 and is based on past usage.  IT 

Director Chris Stauffer has reviewed the contract and discussed cost with GeoComm and 

recommends renewal at this rate. 

*Financial Consideration:
 

*Background (Provide sufficient detail of the subject):

Klein, Trish
C o o r d i n a t o r A p r 1 1 2 0 1 0







ITEM #

* Required Fields

Comm. Motion Motion

(First) (Second) Yes No Abstain

Swanson Passed

Johnston

Foldesi Failed

Falk

Walker Tabled

Approve Bills

Attached you will find warrants for your review and approval. 

*Financial Consideration:

 

*Background (Provide sufficient detail of the subject):

*Legal Consideration:

REQUEST FOR BOARD ACTION

*Person Responsible for Request *Department *Board Meeting Date

*Subject Title (As it will appear on the agenda):

Approve Bills

Teresa Klein, Board Clerk  ATTEST:

Board Action:

Vote Vote Result

*Other Consideration:

 

Coordinator's Office Use (Do Not Write Below)

Date Received:

 

Comments:

*Resolution (Wording should reflect the intent of the Board vote):

Granitz, Anne Auditor May 11 2010





































































































ITEM #

* Required Fields

Comm. Motion Motion

(First) (Second) Yes No Abstain

Swanson Passed

Johnston

Foldesi Failed

Falk

Walker Tabled

9:15 AM

Tom Jacobson has requested to meet with the Board regarding the purchase of the former 

wayside rest area along highway 11 that is owned by Roseau County.  Mr. Jacobson was 

informed that the county has been working on getting permission from MnDOT to convey this 

property for over 20 months.  The latest contact with MnDot was on May 3rd when I spoke to 

Denise Watkins.  I was told that property conveyances are not a priority and given the 

infrastructure work load resulting from stimulus funding that it is not likely that this matter will 

be attended to any time in the near future.  I then contacted Rod Gunderson, Denise Watkins 

supervisor, to see what a possible timeline might be for their review of the county's 

conveyance request.  As of today, I have not heard back from Mr. Gunderson. 

*Financial Consideration:

 

*Background (Provide sufficient detail of the subject):

*Legal Consideration:

REQUEST FOR BOARD ACTION

*Person Responsible for Request *Department *Board Meeting Date

*Subject Title (As it will appear on the agenda):

Pioneer Farm & Village

Teresa Klein, Board Clerk  ATTEST:

Board Action:

Vote Vote Result

*Other Consideration:

 

Coordinator's Office Use (Do Not Write Below)

Date Received:

 

Comments:

*Resolution (Wording should reflect the intent of the Board vote):

Klein, Trish Coordinator May 11 2010



ITEM #

* Required Fields

Comm. Motion Motion

(First) (Second) Yes No Abstain

Swanson Passed

Johnston

Foldesi Failed

Falk

Walker Tabled

Committee Rep

Attached are Jack Swanson's Committee Reports

*Financial Consideration:

 

*Background (Provide sufficient detail of the subject):

*Legal Consideration:

REQUEST FOR BOARD ACTION

*Person Responsible for Request *Department *Board Meeting Date

*Subject Title (As it will appear on the agenda):

Committee Reports

Teresa Klein, Board Clerk  ATTEST:

Board Action:

Vote Vote Result

*Other Consideration:

 

Coordinator's Office Use (Do Not Write Below)

Date Received:

 

Comments:

*Resolution (Wording should reflect the intent of the Board vote):

Klein, Trish Coordinator May 11 2010



JACK SWANSON COMMITTEE REPORTS 
  
  
APRIL 28 -   ROSEAU ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY;  
discussed economic recovery zone bonds 
  
APRIL 29 -  NACO WEBINAR -  on diverting the mentally ill population 
from county jails. 
  
MAY 3 -   ROSEAU CITY COUNCIL;  shared city/county law enforcement 
collaboration meeting information ...  talked about use of fairgrounds 
building (s) to store seized vehicles ...   talked about economic recovery 
zone bond money. 
  
MAY 4 -   COUNTY BOARD MEETING 
  
MAY 5 -   ROSEAU RIVER WATERSHED BOARD;  asked hwy engineer 
brian ketring to contact s.e.h. re: permit to allow hay creek/norland 
project phase two to proceed ...   clarified rrwb position re:  malung 
stream gauge; rrwb is seeking cost-share w/ roseau county and the city 
of roseau for approximately $1322 annually. 
  
MAY 5 -  COMMUNITY JUSTICE COORDINATING COMMITTEE;  
presentation on north dakota's "tracker" program. 
  
MAY 6 -  NORTHERN COUNTIES LAND USE COORDINATING BOARD 
(CHISHOLM);  presented roseau county proposal for transition of deer 
permit area 101 to a habitat improvement pilot project;  heard from 
former senator bob lessard on the lessard/sams outdoor heritage fund 
goals. 
  
MAY 10 -   KaMaR BOARD (KARLSTAD) 
 



ITEM #

* Required Fields

Comm. Motion Motion
(First) (Second) Yes No Abstain

Swanson Passed

Johnston

Foldesi Failed

Falk
Walker Tabled

*Other Consideration:

 

Coordinator's Office Use (Do Not Write Below)

Date Received:
 

Comments:

*Resolution (Wording should reflect the intent of the Board vote):

Teresa Klein, Board Clerk  ATTEST:

Board Action:

Vote Vote Result

*Legal Consideration:

REQUEST FOR BOARD ACTION

*Person Responsible for Request *Department *Board Meeting Date

*Subject Title (As it will appear on the agenda):

Recovery Zone Bonding Authority

Discussion

After discussions with Bond Attorney Lynn Endorf and a local bank, it has been determined 

that the bond attorney cost associated with utilizing either the Recovery Zone Facility Bonding 

Authority or the Recovery Zone Economic Development Zone Bonding Authority  is cost 

prohibitive.  It is recommended that Roseau County waive its bonding authority and return the 

allocation to the state of Minnesota for redistribution.  

*Financial Consideration:
 

*Background (Provide sufficient detail of the subject):

Swanson, Jack
C o m m i s s i o n e r M a y 1 1 2 0 1 0



 Form RZ2 

Notice of Waiver 
Prepared February 2010 

Page 1 

 

 

NOTICE OF WAIVER OF ALLOCATION OF RECOVERY ZONE BOND ALLOCATION 

Pursuant to Laws of 2009, Chapter 88, Article 6, Section 21 

Due by May 1, 2010 

City or County Name: Roseau County 

Street Address: 606 5
th
 Ave SW, Room 131  Roseau, MN  56751 

Telephone Number: 218-463-4248 Email Address: trish.klein@co.roseau.mn.us 

Name of Chief Elected Official: Alan B. Johnston 

Name of Authorized Representative: Trish Klein 

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT BONDS 

Amount of Original Allocation of Economic Development Bonds: $ 242,000 

Amount of Economic Development Bond Allocation Used to Date, (if any): $       

Amount of Economic Development Bond Allocation Waived: $ 242,000 

FACILITIES BONDS 

Amount of Original Allocation of Facilities Bonds: $ 363,000 

Amount of Facilities Bond Allocation Used to Date (if any): $       

Amount of Facilities Bond Allocation Waived:  $ 363,000 

I hereby certify that the city/county of Roseau, as duly authorized by its governing body, has waived all or a portion of 

its recovery zone economic development bond allocation and/or recovery zone facility bond allocation as specified 

above. 

(Please attach a copy of the governing body’s Resolution). 

Signature:  Date:  

Title: County Board Chair   

 
Please send one original copy to: 

 

Minnesota Management & Budget 

Treasury Division 

Attn: Susan Gurrola 

400 Centennial Building, 658 Cedar Street 

St. Paul, MN 55155-1489 

MMB will provide a copy to: 

 

DEED 

Attn: Bob Issacson 

First National Bank Building 

332 Minnesota St, Suite E200 

St. Paul, MN 55101-1351 
 



ITEM #

* Required Fields

Comm. Motion Motion
(First) (Second) Yes No Abstain

Swanson Passed

Johnston

Foldesi Failed

Falk
Walker Tabled

*Other Consideration:

 

Coordinator's Office Use (Do Not Write Below)

Date Received:
 

Comments:

*Resolution (Wording should reflect the intent of the Board vote):

Teresa Klein, Board Clerk  ATTEST:

Board Action:

Vote Vote Result

*Legal Consideration:

REQUEST FOR BOARD ACTION

*Person Responsible for Request *Department *Board Meeting Date

*Subject Title (As it will appear on the agenda):

Beaver Control Policy

Discussion 2

Commissioner Johnston has requested that the Board review the County Beaver Control 

Policy.  I have attached the policy on record for your review. 

*Financial Consideration:
 

*Background (Provide sufficient detail of the subject):

Johnston, Alan
C o m m i s s i o n e r M a y 1 1 2 0 1 0



Name of Applicant:   Roseau County Beaver Control Joint Powers Board 
Authorized Agent:   Scott Johnson 
Title:     Roseau County Soil & Water District Manager 
Address:    502 7th St SW, Suite 8 Roseau, MN  56751 
Telephone:   218-463-1903 
Fax:     218-463-3919 
Email:   scott.johnson2@mn.nacdnet.net 
 
Amount of Funds Requested: $10,000 
 
I. DESCRIPTION OF BEAVER CONTROL PROBLEM 
 
Roseau County has historically been included in the Beaver Damage Control 
Grant written and received by the Northwest Minnesota Joint Powers Board.  NW 
Minnesota Joint Powers Board was formed in 1994, representing six counties in 
their beaver damage control endeavors.  In 1996 this expanded to include 15 
counties and expanded again in 1998 to include 16 counties.  Roseau County’s 
partnership began in 1996 and continued through 2003.  Under that grant program 
Roseau County received the following funding:  1999, $1,819.21; 2000 $1,540.05; 
2001 $6,998.81; 2002 $1,672.50; and 2003 $2,969.45.   
 
Roseau County was recently notified that the Northwest Minnesota Joint Powers 
Board would not be including Roseau County in its grant application this year.  
Roseau County contacted Roseau County Soil and Water District and the Roseau 
River Watershed and agreed to form a Joint Powers Board to apply for beaver 
damage control funds under this agreement.  Two Rivers Watershed has also 
agreed to partner. That joint powers agreement will be ratified upon successful 
grant application.  See attachment. 
  
Roseau County provides excellent habitat for beavers due to having many acres of 
wildlife management area, the Lost River State Forest and the Beltrami Island 
State Forest located within county boundary.  While Roseau County has a strong 
manufacturing base, it is known for its agriculture production, providing 80% of the 
Timothy and 15% of the Kentucky Bluegrass marketed in the United States.  
  
Ditch systems provide the drainage necessary to make land productive for 
agriculture purposes.  Unfortunately, beaver dams in the ditch systems can have a 
significant negative impact on the overall function of the system.  An example 
would be the laterals of the State Ditch 69 system in the northwest corner of the 
county.  The ditch grade allows for water to flow north into the main ditch and 
eventually to the Roseau River.  Due to the flat terrain in this area, there isn’t much 
of a slope to the ditches.  When the beaver dams block the flow of the lateral, the 
water backs up and will actually start to drain this water to the south into another 
ditch system.  This system isn’t designed to handle the increased flow, resulting in 
flooding of this area as well as the area surrounding the plugged lateral of State 
Ditch 69.  Removal of the beaver dam as well as the beaver becomes a necessity.  

trklein
Sticky Note
This is a copy of a Jan 2005 grant application that contains the current beaver control program.  



Between 2000 and 2005, Roseau County spent $111,445 on beaver control.   
$26,865 on beaver bounty for 1,791 beaver and $84,580 removing 234 dams.   
 
YEAR  # of Beaver/   # of dams removed Expense 
 
2005  466 ($6,990)  34 ($16,397)  $23,387 
2004  265 ($3,975)  37 ($  8,541)  $12,516 
2003  214 ($3,210)  58 ($16,226)  $19,436 
2002  115 ($1,725)  26 ($  8,984)  $10,709 
2001  423 ($6,345)  37 ($13,807)  $20,152 
2000  308 ($4,620)  42 ($20,625)  $25,245 
 
 
II. DESCRIPTION OF BEAVER CONTROL PROGRAM 
 
Roseau County adheres to the following process in its beaver control program: 
 
A. Roseau County Conducts Annual Ditch System Assessment 
 

1. Roseau County Assistant County Engineer assesses each ditch system 
annually.  As part of that assessment, beaver concerns are identified and 
reported to the commissioner whose district contains the beaver problem. 

 
B.  County Commissioner designates Beaver Damage Control Assessor,  
           Beaver Trapper, and authorized agent to remove beaver dams.  
 

1. Each of the five county commissioners designates a Beaver Damage 
Control Assessor for their district who routinely inventory ditch systems 
in the district and responds to concerns raised by the assistant county 
engineer in his assessment.  

2. Each of the five county commissioners designates a trapper(s). 
3. Each of the five county commissioners designates a vendor to remove 

beaver dam.  If dam is to be blown with explosives, licensed vendor is 
required. If dug out, explosive license not required. 

 
C. The Beaver Damage Control assessor reports findings to the 

commissioner.   
1. Commissioner determines jurisdiction of beaver control problem 

i. If Watershed – report to watershed/watershed who authorizes 
removal and expends cost to trap beaver/remove dam.  

ii. If township or unorganized township, County responds. 
 

D. Commissioner contacts designated trapper and arranges for the beaver to 
be trapped.    
1. Designated trapper contacts DNR to request permission to remove 
problem beaver 



E. Commissioner contacts designated beaver dam removal service and 
depending on location and structure, dam is dug out or removed by 
explosives.  

 
F.       Designated trapper and/or dam removal vendor submits bill to   
           Commissioner   

 
1. Payment request form includes township, ditch system, number of 

beaver taken  
2. If dam removal payment request, itemized expense is included. 
3. Commissioner approves the bill and submits to the Roseau County 

Auditor for payment.  
4. Auditor pays bill.  
5. If matching state funds apply, first priority is to use funds for beaver 

bounty at a 1 to 1 match; second priority is to fund dam removal at a 2 to 
1 county-state match. 

 
III. ABILITY OF APPLICANT TO MATCH STATE GRANT 
 
As noted in Section I, Roseau County budgets and expends on average $18,574 
each year to mitigate problem beaver.  These funds are generated by benefits 
assessed on ditch systems and paid for out of those accounts.  Roseau County 
will continue to assess benefits and collect ditch taxes to fund and or match 
beaver damage control as needed.    
 
IV. HOW WILL GRANT AND MATCH FUNDS BE SPENT? 

 
Grant and county match funds will be spent paying for beaver bounty for trapped 
beaver ($25.00) and for beaver dam removal.  Funds would be matched on a 1 to 
1 for beaver bounty and on a 2 to 1 for beaver dam removal.  
 
Beaver Bounty  
 
Number of Beaver  Cost ($25)  County  State  
400 Beaver   $10,000  $5,000  $5,000 
 
Beaver Dam Removal 
 
Number of Dams  Cost   County  State 
40 Dams   $15,000  $10,000  $5,000 
 
 
 
 



ITEM #

* Required Fields

Comm. Motion Motion
(First) (Second) Yes No Abstain

Swanson Passed

Johnston

Foldesi Failed

Falk
Walker Tabled

Discussion 3

Commissioner Johnston has some ideas for making public hearing more effective including a 

sign-in sheet that identifies who is in attendance, who/what entity they are representing, 

whether they are for or against the matter coming before the Board, and whether they wish to 

speak at the hearing.  Commissioner Johnston also suggests that an amount of time to speak 

be designated in advance so all interested parties can be heard and allowed an equal amount 

of time to speak.  

*Financial Consideration:
 

*Background (Provide sufficient detail of the subject):

*Legal Consideration:

REQUEST FOR BOARD ACTION

*Person Responsible for Request *Department *Board Meeting Date

*Subject Title (As it will appear on the agenda):

Public Hearing Procedure

Teresa Klein, Board Clerk  ATTEST:

Board Action:

Vote Vote Result

*Other Consideration:

 

Coordinator's Office Use (Do Not Write Below)

Date Received:
 

Comments:

*Resolution (Wording should reflect the intent of the Board vote):

Johnston, Alan
C o m m i s s i o n e r M a y 1 1 2 0 1 0



trklein
Sticky Note
This is the response from the City of Warroad as a result of the 4/22/10 meeting to discuss ideas for city/county collaboration.  
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