
 

 

PROCEEDINGS OF THE ROSEAU COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
 

July 9, 2013 
 

The Board of Commissioners of Roseau County, Minnesota met in the Courthouse in 
the City of Roseau, Minnesota on Tuesday, July 9, 2013. 
 
CALL TO ORDER – ROLL CALL – ESTABLISHMENT OF A QUORUM  
 
 The meeting was called to order at 9:00 a.m. by Board Chair Roger Falk.  The 
Pledge of Allegiance was recited.  Commissioners present were Roger Falk, Mark Foldesi, 
Todd Miller, Glenda Phillipe, and Jack Swanson.   
 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA  
 
 A discussion on potential transportation revenue options was added to Comments 
and Announcements prior to the Public Hearing; a Building Committee update was added to 
County Board items; the Contract discussion (M & J Construction) was removed from the 
Agenda; and a discussion on issuing a letter concerning a potential DNR land exchange 
was added to County Board items.  A motion to approve the amended Agenda was made by 
Commissioner Swanson, seconded by Commissioner Miller and carried unanimously. 
 
COMMENTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 Commissioner Swanson informed the Board that he will be attending the AMC 
Conference Planning Committee meeting to be held in Minneapolis on July 11, 2013.   
 
APPROVE BILLS 
 
 A motion was made by Commissioner Phillipe, seconded by Commissioner Foldesi 
and carried unanimously to approve the payment of the following bills:  
 

W a r r a n t s  A p p r o v e d  F o r  
P a y m e n t  6 / 2 7 / 2 0 1 3  

Vendor Name  Amount 

AFLAC  3,305.50 
10 Payments less than 2,000.00  9,153.43 
Final Total:  12,458.93 
 

W a r r a n t s  A p p r o v e d  F o r  
P a y m e n t  7 / 0 5 / 2 0 1 3  

Vendor Name  Amount 

DEARBORN NATIONAL LIFE INSURANCE CO  2,292.61 
JOHNSON/LAURE A  4,150.88 
MN DEPT OF FINANCE -TREAS  2,101.00 
NW MN SERV COOP-BLUE CROSS BLUE SHIELD  69,233.50 
PRUDENTIAL  2,219.07 
RIVERFRONT STATION  3,562.53 
ROSEAU CITY  9,994.77 
12 Payments less than 2,000.00  5,522.89 
Final Total:  99,077.25 
 

W a r r a n t s  A p p r o v e d  O n  
7 / 0 9 / 2 0 1 3  F o r  P a y m e n t  

7 / 1 2 / 2 0 1 3  
Vendor Name  Amount 

ANDY'S RESTO SHOP  3,525.00 
AUTO VALUE OF ROSEAU  2,584.39 



 

 

AVIANDS LLC  8,508.61 
CDW GOVERNMENT INC  2,663.61 
H & L MESABI INC  2,315.33 
M & R SIGN CO INC  3,727.18 
MSOP-MN SEX OFFENDER PROGRAM-D 462  4,042.40 
NORTHERN RESOURCES COOPERATIVE  12,075.83 
POWER PLAN  4,446.26 
REGENTS OF U OF MINNESOTA  16,387.50 
SJOBERG'S INC  2,668.25 
STONE'S MOBILE RADIO INC  3,493.73 
VOYAGEURS COMTRONICS CORPORATION  5,026.68 
74 Payments less than 2,000.00  26,683.13 
Final Total:  98,147.90 
 

 In addition, the Board approved a forthwith payment to Rory Connell for beaver 
removal on the Ditch 69 system in the amount of $320.00; Randy Jenson for beaver 
removal on the Ditch 91 system in the amount of $320.00; and payout of KaMaR assets as 
follows:  Kittson County in the amount of $26,207.41; Marshall County in the amount of 
$35,115.03; Red Lake County in the amount of $24,396.82 and Roseau County in the 
amount of $46,441.17. 
 
Transportation Revenue Discussion 
 Commissioner Miller reminded the Board that the County must decide by August 1, 
2013 if a wheelage tax should be assessed for 2014.  Miller requested the Board continue 
this discussion in greater detail at the July 16, 2013 Highway Committee meeting.  The 
Board concurred. 
 
 A motion to close the regularly scheduled Board Meeting was made by 
Commissioner Phillipe, seconded by Commission Miller and carried unanimously. 
 
PUBLIC HEARING ON PROPOSED POLARIS TAX ABATEMENT 
 
 A motion to open the Public Hearing was made by Commissioner Miller, seconded 
by Commissioner Foldesi and carried unanimously. 
 
 Those in attendance included Roseau CDC Todd Peterson, Warroad Pioneer 
Reporter Bill Kirkeby and Roseau Times Region Reporter Jeff Olson. 
 
 Chair Falk asked for any written or public comments.  There were none.   
 
 Senior Director of Polaris Plant Operations Mark Karl, and Director of Roseau Plant 
Operations Dalton Pierce joined the meeting.  Questions on the benefit of granting this 
abatement to Polaris were answered by Mr. Peterson, Mr. Karl and Mr. Pierce.  All noted the 
importance of supporting Polaris by granting this abatement in order to ensure future growth 
for Polaris and Roseau County. 
  
 A motion to close the Public Hearing was made by Commissioner Swanson, 
seconded by Commissioner Phillipe and carried unanimously. 
 
 Chair Falk reconvened the regularly scheduled Board Meeting on a motion from 
Commissioner Phillipe, and a second by Commissioner Miller. 
 
 A motion was made by Commissioner Swanson, seconded by Commissioner Phillipe 
and carried unanimously to adopt the following resolution: 
  



 

 

 
2013-07-02 
 

RESOLUTION APPROVING PROPERTY TAX ABATEMENTS 
 

BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Commissioners (the "Board") of Roseau County, 
Minnesota (the "County"), as follows: 

1. Recitals. 

(a) Polaris Industries, Inc., a Minnesota corporation, (the "Developer") 
proposes to construct an approximately 42,000 square foot expansion to its existing 
manufacturing facility (the "Project") on property currently identified as Parcel 
Identification Number 540291700 (the "Tax Abatement Property").  The Developer 
has requested that the County provide financial assistance to the Developer for the 
Project.  The County proposes to use the abatement for the purposes provided for in 
Minnesota Statutes, Sections 469.1812 through 469.1816 (the "Abatement Law"), 
including the Project, from the property taxes to be levied by the County on the Tax 
Abatement Property. 

(b) The proposed term of the abatement will be for up to 15 years in an 
amount not to exceed $314,659.  The proposed abatement will apply to a portion of 
the County's share of real estate taxes which relate to the construction of the Project 
on the Tax Abatement Property by the Developer and not the real estate taxes on 
the Tax Abatement Property that relate to the value of the land or the existing 
buildings thereon, as determined by the County (the "Abatement"); subject to the 
consent of the City to the abatement of its share of property taxes on the Tax 
Abatement Property and to the consent of the School District to the abatement of its 
share of property taxes on the Tax Abatement Property. 

(c) On the date hereof, the Board of Commissioners held a public hearing 
on the question of the Abatement, and said hearing was preceded by at least 10 
days but not more than 30 days prior published notice thereof. 

(d) The Abatement is authorized under the Abatement Law. 

2. Findings for the Abatement.  The Board of Commissioners hereby makes the 
following findings: 

(a) The Board of Commissioners expects the benefits to the County of 
the Abatement to at least equal or exceed the costs to the County thereof. 

(b) Granting the Abatement is in the public interest because it will 
increase the tax base in the County. 

(c) The Tax Abatement Property is not located in a tax increment 
financing district. 

(d) In any year, the total amount of property taxes abated by the County 
by this and other resolutions and agreements, if any, does not ten percent (10%) of 
the net tax capacity of the County for the taxes payable year which the abatement 
applies or $200,000, whichever is greater. 

 



 

 

3. Terms of Abatement.  The Abatement is hereby approved; provided, 
however, that this approval is contingent upon the approval by the City of an abatement 
program for the Project upon the same terms as set forth below for a portion of the City's 
share of the property tax amount from the construction of the Project on the Tax Abatement 
Property and the approval by the School District of an abatement program for the Project 
upon the same terms as set forth below for a portion of the School District's share of the 
property tax amount from the construction of the Project on the Tax Abatement Property.  
The terms of the Abatement are as follows: 

(a) The Abatement shall be for up to 15 years beginning with real estate 
taxes payable in 2015 and continuing through 2029, inclusive. 

(b) The County will abate and pay to the Developer the Abatement as 
provided in this resolution and a tax abatement agreement (the “Tax Abatement 
Agreement”) to be prepared and approved by the Board at a later date. 

(c) The Abatement shall be subject to all the terms and limitations of the 
Abatement Law and the Tax Abatement Agreement. 

(d) The Abatement may be modified only as agreed to in writing by the 
City, the County, the School District and the Developer. 

 
CONSENT AGENDA 
 
 A motion to adopt the Consent Agenda was made by Commissioner Miller, seconded 
by Commissioner Foldesi and carried unanimously.  The Board, by adoption of its Consent 
Agenda, approved the June 25, 2013 Board Proceeding and the July 2, 2013 Emergency 
Board Meeting Proceedings; approved the hire of Kathy Sebby as Roseau County 
Homeland Security and Emergency Manager at a Grade 9, Step B, with a start date of July 
29, 2013; approved the dissolution of the KaMaR Joint Powers Agreement along with the 
payout of remaining funds totaling $132,160.43. 
 
Commissioner Committee Reports 
 
 Commissioner Falk reported on the following committee(s):  KaMaR Board meeting, 
6/26/13; County Board Committee of the Whole, 7/2/13; Emergency Board Meeting, 7/2/13. 
 
 Commissioner Foldesi reported on the following committee(s):  There were no 
meetings to report. 
 
 Commissioner Miller reported on the following committee(s):  Mickinock Township 
meeting, 6/25/13; Warroad River Watershed District Board, 6/26/13, County Board 
Committee of the Whole, 7/2/13; Emergency Board Meeting, 7/2/13. 
 
 Commissioner Phillipe reported on the following committee(s):  DNR Legacy 
Advisory Committee, 6/27/13 County Board Committee of the Whole, 7/2/13; Emergency 
Board Meeting, 7/2/13; Warroad City Council, 7/8/13; Warroad School Board, 7/8/13. 
 
 Commissioner Swanson reported on the following committee(s):  Association of 
Minnesota Counties Futures Task Force, 6/26 – 6/27/13; Roseau Convention and Visitors 
Bureau, 7/1/13; Roseau City Council, 7/1/13; County Board Committee of the Whole, 7/2/13; 
Emergency Board Meeting, 7/2/13; Community Justice Coordinating Committee, 7/3/13. 



 

 

 
COUNTY BOARD ITEMS 
 
 Commissioner Miller requested an update on the repair of the flagpole atop the 
Courthouse Building.  It was reported that parts have been ordered.  Coordinator Pelowski 
will follow-up with Building Committee Chair Dave Anderson to clarify plans to complete the 
repair work.  Miller also requested painting of the flagpoles in the front of the Courthouse as 
well as a review of flag etiquette for County Staff. 
 
 The Board discussed the DNR requested State/private land exchange.  A motion to 
direct Auditor Monsrud to draft a letter to the DNR stating that the Board is not in support of 
this land exchange at the present time, was made by Commissioner Miller, seconded by 
Commissioner Phillipe and carried unanimously. 
 

Upon motion carried, the Board adjourned the regular meeting at 11:15 a.m.  The 
next regular meeting of the Board is scheduled for July 23, 2013 at 9:00 a.m.  
 
 
Attest: Date: _________________________  
 
_____________________________________ ________________________  
Jeff Pelowski, County Coordinator Roger Falk, Board Chair 
Roseau County, Minnesota  Board of County Commissioners 
 Roseau County, Minnesota 
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