
PROCEEDINGS OF THE ROSEAU COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
 

April 22, 2014 
 

The Board of Commissioners of Roseau County, Minnesota met in the Courthouse in 
the City of Roseau, Minnesota on Tuesday, April 22, 2014. 

 
CALL TO ORDER – ROLL CALL – ESTABLISHMENT OF A QUORUM  
 
 The meeting was called to order at 9:00 a.m. by Board Chair Glenda Phillipe.  The 
Pledge of Allegiance was recited.  Commissioners present were Mark Foldesi, Todd Miller, 
Glenda Phillipe and Jack Swanson.  Commissioner Falk was excused. 
 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA  
 

Discussion on adding a “public comments” section to all County meeting Agendas 
was added to County Board Items.  A motion to approve the amended Agenda was made by 
Commissioner Swanson, seconded by Commissioner Miller and carried unanimously. 

 
COMMENTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 The Board was reminded of the Assessor interviews April 25, 2014 and the Veterans 
Services Officer interviews April 29, 2014; and, Commissioner Phillipe informed the Board 
that former MN Senator Bob Lessard will be in the area April 22nd and 23rd to hold informal 
meetings with County and City officials. 
 
APPROVAL OF BILLS 

 
A motion was made by Commissioner Foldesi, seconded by Commissioner Swanson 

and carried unanimously to approve the payment of the following bills: 
 

Warrants Approved For Payment 4/10/2014 
 

 Vendor Name  Amount 
 MOTOR VEHICLE DEPUTY REGISTRAR  3,025.43 
 ROSEAU CITY  8,717.91 
 ROSEAU CO TRAILBLAZERS                      28,490.20 
 US POSTAL SERVICE                                30,000.00 
 23 Payments less than 2,000.00   4,090.25 
 Final Total:          74,323.79 

  
Warrants Approved For Payment 4/16/2014 

 
 Vendor Name  Amount 
 CENTURYLINK  2,424.75 
 HASLER INC  2,910.10 
 MN DEPT OF FINANCE -TREAS  2,146.50 
 MN ENERGY RESOURCES  4,282.34 
 6 Payment less than 2,000.00     502.67 
 Final Total:            12,266.36 
 

Warrants Approved On 4/22/2014 For Payment 4/25/2014 
 

 Vendor Name Amount 



 AMERICAN INSTITUTIONAL SUPPLY  4,240.59 
 GREENBUSH CITY           10,000.00 
 INTEGRATED SOLUTIONS CONSULTING  9,873.74 
 JOHNSON OIL CO INC  7,028.10 
 NORTHERN RESOURCES COOPERATIVE  3,889.83 
 37 Payments less than 2,000.00          13,896.53 
 Final Total:                 48,928.79 

 
DELEGATIONS/BOARD APPOINTSMENTS/PUBLIC COMMENTS 
 

University of North Dakota Forensic Pathologist Dr. Mary Ann Sens met with the 
Board to discuss contracting the County Coroner services to the UND School of Medicine 
and Health Sciences.  The State of Minnesota is changing the certification requirements for 
County Coroners and the local (elected) physician(s) are not interested in pursuing this 
certification process.  In order for Counties to change from an elected position to an 
appointed position, a prescribed process must be followed.  The Board agreed to continue 
this discussion at the Committee of the Whole meeting on May 6, 2014. 
 
Public Comment 
 Mr. Jim Jenson met with the Board to provide samples of gravel taken from the 
Wellin and Isane pits. 
 
CONSENT AGENDA 
 
 A motion to adopt the Consent Agenda was made by Commissioner Miller, seconded 
by Commissioner Foldesi and carried unanimously.  The Board, by adoption of its Consent 
Agenda, approved the April 8, 2014 Board Proceedings; approved the 2013 HSEM 
Stonegarden Grant Agreement effective March 28, 2014 – August 31, 2015, in the amount 
of $71,073.00; accepted an anonymous donation in the amount of $2,000.00 to the Roseau 
County Sheriff’s Department; approved a Soil Verification Service Contract with Keith Block 
effective January 1, 2014 – December 31, 2014; approved the Heavy Equipment Operator 
Benefit payout in the amount of $13,680.99; and, approved the hire of Social Worker Trisha 
Braaten at a Grade 7, Step A. 
 
DEPARTMENT REPORTS 
 
Information Technology 
 IT Administrator Chris Stauffer met with the Board to discuss providing technology 
support services to the City of Warroad.  Stauffer visited the City offices and determined that 
his office could support Warroad’s basic technology needs.  A motion to provide technology 
support services to the City of Warroad, for no longer than six months, at a rate of $100.00 
per hour plus $125.00 for each trip made, was made by Commissioner Phillipe, seconded 
by Commissioner Miller and carried unanimously. 
 

Commissioner Phillipe stated that the Warroad City Council will meet on Monday 
April 28, 2014 to discuss the proposed collaboration. 

 
Highway Department 
 Highway Engineer Brian Ketring met with the Board to seek approval of the County’s 
2014 bituminous overlay projects.  A motion to award SAP 068-602-038 (CSAH 2), SAP 
068-603-025 (CSAH 3) and SAP 068-673-005 (CSAH 73) to Minn-Dak Asphalt, Inc. in the 
amount of $2,812,723.48 was made by Commissioner Foldesi, seconded by Commissioner 
Miller and carried unanimously. 
 



 In addition, Ketring requested the Board approve calling for bids on the County’s 
2014 seal coat projects.  A motion to call for bids on the County’s 2014 seal coat projects, to 
be opened on Tuesday, May 20, 2014, at 2:00 p.m., in the County Board Room, was made 
by Commissioner Swanson, seconded by Commissioner Miller and carried unanimously. 
 
COUNTY BOARD ITEMS 
 
Local Government Roundtable Groundwater Advisory Policy Committee Appointment 
  The Board discussed appointing a Commissioner to the Local Government 
Roundtable Groundwater Advisory Policy Committee.  A motion to appoint Commissioner 
Todd Miller to this Committee was made by Commissioner Swanson, seconded by 
Commissioner Foldesi and carried unanimously. 
 
Opposition to EPA Regulations 
 The Board discussed adopting a resolution in opposition to proposed EPA 
regulations.  A motion was made by Commissioner Miller, seconded by Commissioner 
Swanson and carried unanimously to adopt the following resolution: 
 
2014-04-02 

 
WHEREAS, Roseau County, Minnesota has experienced long term and costly delays to 

its road construction, flood control and to private projects located in the County due to the 
EPA and Army Corps definitions of “waters of the U.S.”; 

 
WHEREAS, the United State Supreme Court has stated that an applicant spends an 

average of 788 days of time and $271,596 to obtain an individual 404 U.S. Corps permit.  
The Supreme Court chastised these agencies in the 2001 SWANCC and 2006 Rapanos 
cases for regulatory overreaching and these agencies have refused to address any/all 
opposition that they continue to receive from taxpaying landowners and local units of 
government; 

 
WHEREAS, these agencies are currently using interpretive guidelines established by the 

EPA in 2011 and these guidelines do not grant them final authority, as that authority can 
only be specified by Rule; 

 
WHEREAS, the EPA now wishes to adopt new regulations which will indeed grant them 

final authority in matters dealing with waters of the U.S. and will include regulation of man-
made ditches, public drains, tributaries, adjacent and neighboring wetlands, ecoregion, 
significant nexus, surface connection, ground water connection, discharge and possibly 
much more.  Regulation of these latter items has currently resulted in high levels of 
confusion, delays and increased permitting costs for the applicants.  It has also allowed the 
EPA and the Corps to far exceed their applicable regulatory, statutory and constitutional 
limits.  In addition, this regulation is redundant to State wetland regulations that are already 
in place and mitigate wetland impacts from pre-paid wetland bank of credits for road 
projects. 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that Roseau County, Minnesota hereby 

opposes the new EPA proposed regulations that would replace the 2011 interpretive 
guidelines they are currently following concerning the Clean Waters Act definition for 
“Waters of the United States.” 

 
BE IT ALSO RESOLVED, that Roseau County, Minnesota will support EPA and Corps 

regulation of traditional navigable waters only. 
 



Commissioner Committee Reports 
 Commissioner Foldesi reported on the following committee(s): Committee of the 
Whole, 4/18/14; Social Services Board, 4/18/14, Highway Committee, 4/18/14; Quin County 
Community Health Services Board, 4/21/14. 
 
 Commissioner Miller reported on the following committee(s):  Committee of the 
Whole, 4/18/14; Social Services Board, 4/18/14; Highway Committee, 4/18/14. 
 
 Commissioner Phillipe reported on the following committee(s):  Housing Institute, 4-
8/9, 2014; Warroad City Council, 4/14/14; Warroad School Board, 4/14/14; Committee of the 
Whole, 4/18/14; Social Services Board, 4/18/14; Highway Committee, 4/18/14; Roseau 
County Committee on Aging, 4/21/14. 
 

Commissioner Swanson reported on the following committee(s):  Northwest Regional 
Emergency Communications Board, 4/9/14; Housing Institute, 4/9/14; Statewide Emergency 
Communications Board Finance Committee, 4/10/14; Housing Institute, 4/10/14; Association 
of Minnesota Counties Board of Director’s 4/11/14; EPIC (CJCC Subcommittee), 4/14/14; 
Local Government Water Roundtable, 4/16/14; Committee of the Whole, 4/18/14; Social 
Services Board, 4/18/14; Highway Committee, 4/18/14; EPIC (CJCC Subcommittee), 
4/18/14. 

 
 Commissioner Phillipe requested the Board consider adding a “public comments” 
section to meeting Agendas where the full Board is present.  Ms. Phillipe added that this 
addition would be consistent with regular County Board meeting protocol.  A motion to add a 
“public comments” section to meeting Agendas where the full Board is present was made by 
Commissioner Miller, seconded by Commissioner Swanson and carried unanimously. 
 

Upon motion carried, the Board adjourned the Regular Meeting at 11:30 a.m. The 
next Regular Meeting of the Board is scheduled for May 13, 2014 at 9:00 a.m.  
 
Attest: Date:   
 
    
Jeff Pelowski, County Coordinator Glenda Phillipe, Chair 
Roseau County, Minnesota  Board of County Commissioners 
 Roseau County, Minnesota 
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