
PROCEEDINGS OF THE ROSEAU COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
 

May 13, 2014 
 

The Board of Commissioners of Roseau County, Minnesota met in the Courthouse in 
the City of Roseau, Minnesota on Tuesday, May 13, 2014. 

 
CALL TO ORDER – ROLL CALL – ESTABLISHMENT OF A QUORUM  
 
 The meeting was called to order at 9:00 a.m. by Board Chair Glenda Phillipe.  The 
Pledge of Allegiance was recited.  Commissioners present were Roger Falk, Mark Foldesi, 
Todd Miller, Glenda Phillipe and Jack Swanson.   
 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA  
 

Commissioner Phillipe requested the ARMER discussion be moved from County 
Board Items to Delegations/Board Appointments.  A motion to approve the amended 
Agenda was made by Commissioner Miller, seconded by Commissioner Foldesi and carried 
unanimously. 

 
COMMENTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 Commissioner Phillipe reminded the Board of the June 5th District III meeting which 
will be held in Ada, MN, and announced the DEED workforce meeting scheduled for May 
27th in St. Paul.  Commissioner Swanson discussed the Greater Minnesota Regional Parks 
and Trails Commission request for members and encouraged Commissioners to solicit 
possible candidates.  Auditor Monsrud notified the Board of various State requirements for 
administering the upcoming election. 
 
APPROVAL OF BILLS 

 
A motion was made by Commissioner Swanson, seconded by Commissioner Falk 

and carried unanimously to approve the payment of the following bills: 
 

Warrants Approved For Payment 4/24/2014 
 

 Vendor Name  Amount 
 AFLAC  3,668.16 
 12 Payment less than 2,000.00 7,424.09 
 Final Total:                                                                         11,092.25 
 
Warrants Approved For Payment 5/01/2014 

 
 Vendor Name Amount 
 DEARBORN NATIONAL LIFE INSURANCE 2,235.02 
 JOHNSON/LAURE A  3,526.88 
 MN ENERGY RESOURCES  7,947.33 
 NW MN SERV COOP-BLUE CROSS BLUE          77,135.00 
 PRUDENTIAL 2,262.47 
 ROSEAU CO TREASURER                      24,714.64 
 10 Payments less than 2,000.00 6,680.64 
 Final Total:                                                                           124,501.98 
 

Warrants Approved For Payment 5/08/2014 



 
 Vendor Name Amount 
 CENTURYLINK        3,125.57 
 ROSEAU CITY        9,333.65 
 11 Payments less than 2,000.00     6,997.67 
 Final Total:                                                                            19,456.89 
 

Warrants Approved On 5/13/2014 For Payment 5/16/2014 
 

 Vendor Name Amount 
 AVIANDS LLC  8,046.69 
 BECKER COUNTY ATTORNEY  8,099.82 
 DEPT OF NATURAL RESOURCES  4,502.81 
 DLT SOLUTIONS INC  3,990.16 
 FARMERS UNION OIL CO-WARROAD  4,590.19 
 HORNER PLUMBING & EXCAVATION  2,068.00 
 JOHNSON OIL CO INC  6,675.61 
 MAR-KIT LANDFILL           38,862.60 
 MN DEPT OF EMPLOYMENT  6,589.28 
 MSOP-MN SEX OFFENDER PROGRAM-D 2,957.40 
 NORTHERN RESOURCES COOPERATIVE         13,541.49 
 ROSEAU CO COOP ASSN          14,988.24 
 ROSEAU CO HWY DEPT  9,603.04 
 ROSEAU CO MEDICAL TRAVEL  2,200.00 
 SJOBERG'S INC  2,668.25 
 UND FORENSIC PATHOLOGHY  2,000.00 
 ZIEGLER INC          11,368.81 
 113 Payments less than 2,000.00         53,278.55  
 Final Total:                                                                         196,030.94 

In addition, the Board approved a forthwith payment to Mark Beito for dam inspection and beaver 
removal in the amount of $1,222.96. 

 
DELEGATIONS/BOARD APPOINTSMENTS/PUBLIC COMMENTS 
 
Public Comment 
 Mr. Lavern Voll spoke to the Board regarding a culvert installation proposed on JD61 
in Norland Township.  Mr. Voll requested the Board re-evaluate the County culvert 
installation policy with regard to how these projects are funded and stated that he does not 
feel that County tax dollars should fund these projects.  Chair Phillipe requested Mr. Voll, 
Commissioner Falk, and Engineer Ketring meet to discuss this matter further. 
 
Jim Atkinson, Minnesota Power – Great Northern Transmission Line Project Update 
 Mr. Atkinson met with the Board to provide an update on the Great Northern 
Transmission Line project stating that this project is officially in the permitting process and a 
decision on the final route will be made within the next year. 
 
Northland Community and Technical College 
 NCTC Representative Dave Grafstrom, NCTC Associate Dean of Aerospace 
Programs Curtis Zoller and NCTC Aerospace Instructor Jon Beck, met with the Board to 
discuss the use of Unmanned Aerial Systems on area farm land to obtain visual images, 
crop data and other valuable agricultural related information.  It is the intent that this data will 
be shared among ag producers through a data sharing agreement.  Mr. Zoller explained that 



an agreement will be in place for farmers choosing to participate in the program and that all 
FAA regulations will be followed. 
  
ARMER System Discussion 
 The State of Minnesota Regional Interoperability Coordinator Marcus Brunig and 
Marcus Grubbs of the Headwaters RDC met with the Board to discuss upgrading the 
County’s ARMER system from partial participation to full participation.  Mr. Brunig suggested 
utilizing grant funding to conduct an ARMER full participation plan study to determine 
Roseau County’s needs.  This study will include a cost analysis for transitioning to a full 
ARMER plan.  A motion to enter into an ARMER full participation plan, contingent upon 
State funding, was made by Commissioner Swanson, seconded by Commissioner Falk and 
carried unanimously. 
 
Tracy Halstensgard, Roseau River Watershed 
 RRWD Administrator Tracy Halstensgard, along with RRWD Board Members Floyd 
Haugen and Leroy Carrier, met with the Board to provide an update on the Watershed’s 
current projects and programs.  Ms. Halstensgard highlighted projects in the Roseau River 
Wildlife Management Area, Beltrami Island State Forest and the Roseau Lake Bottom.  
Programs discussed included completing a culvert inventory funded through a Northwest 
Minnesota Foundation grant; identifying and prioritizing potential sites contributing to 
drainage impairments funded through a Board of Water and Soil Resources Clean Water 
Fund grant; completing side water inlets funded through a 2012 grant; and, coordination of a 
weed management grant with BWSR. 
 
CONSENT AGENDA 
 
 A motion to adopt the Consent Agenda was made by Commissioner Miller, seconded 
by Commissioner Falk and carried unanimously.  The Board, by adoption of its Consent 
Agenda, approved the April 22, 2014 Board Proceedings; approved the 2014 State of 
Minnesota County Boat and Water Safety Grant Agreement (Resolution #2014-05-01) 
effective January 1, 2014 through June 30, 2015, in the amount of $3,143.00; authorized 
conducting a sale of used County-owned equipment; approved Resolution #2014-05-02 
which gives the Roseau County Board authority to appoint a County Coroner; approved a 
State of Minnesota Lawful Gambling Permit for the Wannaska Community Center; approved 
the Hire of Elizabeth Lund as Assessor I, (Grade 11, Step A), effective July 1, 2014; 
authorized advertising for the hire of two (2) regular full-time Appraiser Trainee positions; 
authorized advertising for the hire of a regular full-time IT Specialist; accepted the 
resignation of County Homeland Security/Emergency Manager Kathy Sebby, effective June 
20, 2014; authorized advertising for the hire of a regular part-time County HSEM; and, 
approved a SSTS Ordinance Public Hearing Date of June 24, 2014 at 9:15 a.m. 
 
DEPARTMENT REPORTS 
 
Veteran Services 
 A motion to hire Martin Howes as a regular part-time County Veterans Service 
Officer at a Grade 7, Step A, effective May 20, 2014, was made by Commissioner Miller, 
seconded by Commissioner Falk and carried unanimously. 
 

Commissioner Phillipe performed the Veteran Service Officer Swearing in Ceremony 
officially appointing Mr. Howes the new County VSO. 

 
Highway Department 
 Highway Engineer Brian Ketring met with the Board to seek approval to call for bids 
on two Federal flood projects.  A motion to call for bids on CSAH No. 2 – SP 068-602-041, 



and CSAH No. 5 – SP 068-605-009, for a bid opening at 10:00 a.m. on June 10, 2014 was 
made by Commissioner Miller, seconded by Commissioner Swanson and carried 
unanimously. 
  
Emergency Management 
 Emergency Manager Kathy Sebby met with the Board to discuss options available to  
complete the County All Hazard Mitigation Plan currently being revised under contract  with 
ICS.  The Board agreed to continue with the process in-place which includes completion of 
surveys distributed to Cities, Schools, the Hospital, Emergency Response and Watersheds.  
Surveys should be completed and mailed to ICS for final compilation.  ICS will then return to 
Roseau for a final meeting of all entities to present a draft Plan for review. 
 
Commissioner Committee Reports 
 Commissioner Falk reported on the following committee(s):  MnUSA Trails meeting, 
4/12/14; Northwest Community Action, 4/17/14; Committee of the Whole, 4/18/14; Social 
Services Board, 4/18/14; Highway Committee, 4/18/14; County Assessor Interviews, 
4/25/14; County Veteran Service Officer Interviews, 4/29/14; Committee of the 
Whole/Operations Committee, 5/6/14; Roseau River Watershed District Board, 5/7/14. 
 

Commissioner Foldesi reported on the following committee(s): County Assessor 
Interviews, 4/25/14; County Veteran Service Officer Interviews, 4/29/14; Committee of the 
Whole/Operations Committee, 5/6/14; Northwest Regional Development Commission, 
5/6/14. 

 
 Commissioner Miller reported on the following committee(s):  Meeting with Bob 
Lessard, 4/23/14; Minnesota’s Rural Counties Caucus, 4/24/14; County Veteran Service 
Officer Interview, 4/25/14; County Veteran Service Officer Interviews, 4/29/14; Northern 
Counties Land Use Coordinating Board, 5/1/14; Committee of the Whole/Operations 
Committee, 5/6/14; Roseau River Watershed District Board, 5/7/14; Community Justice 
Coordinating Committee, 5/7/14. 
 
 Commissioner Phillipe reported on the following committee(s):  Public Health 
Committee, 4/22/14; Roseau County Assessor Interviews, 4/25/14; Roseau County 
Committee on Aging, 4/25/14; Warroad Community Ed meeting, 4/29/14; County Veteran 
Service Officer Interviews, 4/29/14; Warroad Community Park meeting, 4/29/14; Committee 
of the Whole/Operations Committee, 5/6/14; Land of the Dancing Sky Agency on Aging, 
5/7/14; Warroad Community Park Groundbreaking, 5/8/14; Warroad City Council, 5/12/14; 
ARMER meeting, 5/13/14. 
 

Commissioner Swanson reported on the following committee(s):  Roseau County 
Committee on Aging, 4/21/14; Public Health Committee, 4/22/14; Roseau School Board, 
4/22/14; County Assessor Interviews, 4/29/14; Roseau County Committee on Aging, 
4/25/14; County Veteran Service Officer Interviews, 4/29/14; Roseau Economic 
Development Authority, 4/30/14; Association of Minnesota Counties Conference Planning 
Committee, 5/2/14; Roseau City Council, 5/5/14; Committee of the Whole/Operations 
Committee, 5/6/14; Community Justice Coordinating Committee, 5/7/14.  

 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
 The Board agreed to add a County-owned land sale discussion to the Highway 
Committee meeting on May 20, 2014.  Commissioners were asked to identify parcels in their 
districts and bring this information to the meeting.   
 

Upon motion carried, the Board adjourned the Regular Meeting at 11:30 a.m. The 
next Regular Meeting of the Board is scheduled for May 27, 2014 at 9:00 a.m.  



 
Attest: Date:   
 
    
Jeff Pelowski, County Coordinator Glenda Phillipe, Chair 
Roseau County, Minnesota  Board of County Commissioners 
 Roseau County, Minnesota 
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